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DEPARTMENT OF ECONOMICS 
 
 
 
WORKSHOPS AND SEMINARS June 27 – July 01, 2022 
 
 

Tuesday, June 28, 2022  
 

Micro Theory Seminar 
16:30 CET, in person 
Juridicum, Faculty Lounge, room n°0.036 
 
 
 

 

Andrew Postlewaite, University of Pennsylvania 
"Information Requirements for Mechanism " 
 
 
 

Wednesday, June 29, 2022  
 

BGSE Workshop 
12:00 CET, Juridicum, RSI Room, n° 0.017,  
details below  
 
 
MEF-Seminar (Macro/ Econometrics/ Finance) 
12:15-13:30 CET, in person, Juridicum,  Faculty 
Meeting Room, details below 
 
 
Econometrics & Statistics Seminar 
14:30 CET, in person, Juridicum, Faculty Lounge, 
room n°0.036 
 
 
Finance/ CRC/ ECONtribute Seminar 
14:45 CET, online via Zoom, details below 
 
 
 
Micro Theory Seminar 
16:30 CET, in person, Juridicum, Faculty Meeting 
Room, details below 
 
 
 
 

 

Gregorio Curello, University of Bonn  
“The comparative statics of persuasion” 
 
 
NEW: 
José-Víctor Ríos-Rull, University of Pennsylvania 
“Wealth, Wages, and Employment” 
 
 
 
Fabian Telschow, Humboldt University of Berlin 
„CoPE sets: A versatile tool for simultaneous 
inference“ 
 
 
Huang Tang, LSE   
“The Supply and Demand for Data Privacy: 
Evidence from Mobile Apps” 
 
 
Fedor Sandomirsky, Israel Institute of Technology  
“Beckmann's approach to multi-item multi-bidder 
auctions” 
 

http://www.econ.uni-bonn.de/
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Thursday, June 30, 2022  
 

IZA Research Seminar 
14:00 CET 
online via Zoom, details below 
 
 
Bonn MacroHistory Seminar 
16:00 CET 
online via Zoom, details below 
 
 
Econometrics & Statistics Seminar 
16:00 CET 
In person, Juridicum, Faculty Lounge,  
room n°0.036, details below 
 

 

CANCELLED: 
Rafael Lalive, University of Lausanne 
“Duration Dependence in Job Search” 
 
 
 
Pascal Noel, University of Chicago  
“Wealth, Race, and Consumption Smoothing of 
Typical Income Shocks  
 
 
Abhishek Ananth, University of Geneva 
“Optimal Treatment Assignment Rules on 
Networked Populations” 
 

Friday, July 01, 2022  
  

 
 

  
  

 
SPECIAL RECOMMENDATIONS ON UPCOMING EVENTS  

 
 

 

Manchot Lecture  
 

Thursday, July 07, 2022 
16:30 CET, LVR-Landesmuseum Bonn, Colmantstr. 
14-16, 53115 Bonn 

Eliana La Ferrara, Invernizzi Chair in Development 
Economics, Università Bocconi, Milan 
“Eradicating harmful norms” 

  
Friday, July 08, 2022 
10:15 CET, Juridicum, Lecture hall K 
 
 
 

Eliana La Ferrara, Invernizzi Chair in Development 
Economics, Università Bocconi, Milan 
“The nerds, the cool, and the central. Peer 
education and teen pregnancy in Brazil” 

  
Monthly Podcast  
 

ECONtribute Podcast Special #Ukraine 
Monthly episodes, details below 
 
 

 

Tom Zimmermann, Carolin Jackermeier  
Focus on economic consequences of the war 
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Micro Theory Seminar 
 
Andrew Postlewaite, University of Pennsylvania 
"Information Requirements for Mechanism " 
  
Abstract: 
Standard mechanism design begins with a statement of the problem, including knowledge on 
the designer’s part about the distribution of the characteristics (preferences and information) of 
the participants who are to engage with the mechanism. There is a large literature on robust 
mechanism design, much of which aims to reduce the assumed information the designer has 
about the participants. In this paper we provide an auction mechanism that reduces the 
assumed information assumed of the seller, and in addition, relaxes substantially the assumed 
information of the participants. In particular, the mechanism performs well when there are 
many buyers, even though there is no assumption of a common prior on the part of the 
designer or the participants. 
 
Keywords: Robustness, Optimal auctions, Incentive Compatibility, Mechanism Design, 
Interdependent Values, Informational Size 
JEL Classifications: C70, D44, D60, D82 
 
In person:  
Juridicum, Faculty Lounge, room n°0.036 
 
 
 

BGSE Workshop  
 
Gregorio Curello, University of Bonn 
“The comparative statics of persuasion” 
  
Abstract:  
In the canonical persuasion model, comparative statics has been an open question. We answer 
it, delineating which shifts of the sender's interim payoff lead her optimally to choose a more 
informative signal. Our first theorem identifies an ordinal notion of 'increased convexity' that we 
show characterizes those shifts of the sender's interim payoff that lead her optimally to choose 
no less informative signals. To strengthen this conclusion to 'more informative' requires further 
assumptions: our second theorem identifies the necessary and sufficient condition on the 
sender's interim payoff, which strictly generalizes the 'S'-shape commonly imposed in the 
literature. 
 
In person: 
Juridicum, RSI room n° 0.017 
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NEW: MEF-Seminar (Macro/ Econometrics/ Finance) 
 
José-Víctor Ríos-Rull, University of Pennsylvania 
“Wealth, Wages, and Employment”  
With Per Krusell and Jinfeng Luo 
 
Abstract: 
"We look at environements where workers differ on wealth and wages and where they choose 
which wage/job to look for. They sometimes quit, lose their jobs or switch to other jobs. We use 
this structure to investigate the degree of job rigidity by matching the cyclical volatility of job to 
job transitions." 
 
In person: 
Juridicum, Faculty Meeting room  
 
 
 
 
 
Econometrics & Statistics Seminar 
 
Fabian Telschow, Humboldt University Berlin 
„CoPE sets: A versatile tool for simultaneous inference“ 
 
 
Abstract:  
The concept of Confidence Probability Excursion (CoPE) sets has been recently introduced in [1]. 
It shows how asymptotic confidence regions for the excursion set above a threshold c ∈ R of a 
function μ based on a weakly convergent C(S)-valued estimators ˆμ can be constructed. Due to a 
constraint that μ must be non-flat at the level c it has been an open question whether CoPE sets 
can be used for classical statistical hypothesis testing. 
In this talk I will generalize the notion of CoPE sets and present a general theory showing that 
simultaneous confidence bands, classical CoPE sets, classical asymptotically FWER controlling 
tests, as well as recently introduced relevant and bio-equivalence tests for C([0,1])-valued data, 
see [2][3], can all be interpreted within the novel CoPE set framework. Additionally, this general 
setting allows to reduce and clarify the underlying assumptions in [2] and [3] and allows to 
generalize their results. 
 
In person: 
Juridicum, Faculty Lounge, room n° 0.036 
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Finance/ CRC/ ECONtribute Seminar 
 
Huan Tang, LSE 
“The Supply and Demand for Data Privacy: Evidence from Mobile Apps”  
With Bo Bian and Xinchen Ma 
 
Abstract: 
This paper investigates how consumers and investors react to the standardized disclosure of data privacy 
practices. Since December 2020, Apple has required all apps to disclose their data collection practices by 
filling out privacy “nutrition” labels that are standardized and easy-to-read. We web-scrape these privacy 
labels and first document several stylized facts regarding the supply of privacy. Second, augmenting 
privacy labels with weekly app downloads and revenues, we examine how this disclosure affects consumer 
behavior. We exploit the staggered release of privacy labels and use the non-exposed Android version of 
each app to construct the counterfactual. After privacy label release, an average iOS app experiences a 
14% (15%) drop in weekly downloads (revenues) when compared to its Android counterpart, with an even 
stronger effect for more privacy-invasive and substitutable apps. Consumers in the US, UK, and France 
respond more negatively, suggesting that they are most averse to data collection. Moreover, we observe 
adverse stock market reactions, especially among firms that harvest more data, corroborating the findings 
on product markets. Our findings highlight data as a key asset for firms in the digital era. 
 
Online via Zoom:   
https://uni-bonn.zoom.us/j/95735374743?pwd=T3BYbWt1bVZNelkvcDV3SUcxUlkrUT09 
 
 
 
 
Micro Theory Seminar 
 
Fedor Sandomirsky, Israel Institute of Technology 
“Beckmann's approach to multi-item multi-bidder auctions” 
  
Abstract: 
We consider the problem of revenue-maximizing Bayesian auction design with several i.i.d. 
bidders and several items. We show that it can be reduced to the problem of continuous 
optimal transportation introduced by Beckmann (1952), where the optimal transportation flow 
generalizes the concept of ironed virtual valuations to the multi-item setting. We establish the 
strong duality between the two problems and the existence of solutions. As an application, we 
demonstrate that selling i.i.d. items separately is never optimal and develop a new numerical 
approximation scheme to compute the optimum. The results rely on insights from majorization 
and optimal transportation theories and on the characterization of feasible interim mechanisms 
by Hart and Reny (2015). 
 
In person: 
Juridicum, Faculty Meeting Room 

https://uni-bonn.zoom.us/j/95735374743?pwd=T3BYbWt1bVZNelkvcDV3SUcxUlkrUT09
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CANCELLED: IZA Research Seminar  
 
Rafael Lalive, University of Lausanne 
“Duration Dependence in Job Search” 
With Aderonke Osikominu, Jeremy Zuchuat and Josef Zweimüller 
  
 
 
 Bonn MacroHistory Seminar 
 
Pascal Noel, University of Chicago  
„Wealth, Race, and Consumption Smoothing of Typical Income Shocks“ 
With Peter Ganong, Damon Jones, Diana Farrell, Fiona Greig, and Chris Wheat  
 
Abstract:  
We study the consumption response to typical labor income shocks and investigate how these 
vary by wealth and race. First, we estimate the elasticity of consumption with respect to income 
using an instrument based on firm-wide changes in monthly pay. While much of the 
consumption-smoothing literature uses variation in unusual windfall income, this instrument 
captures the temporary income variation that households typically experience. In addition, 
because it can be constructed for every worker in every month, it allows for more precision than 
most previous estimates. We implement this approach in administrative bank account data and 
find an average elasticity of 0.23, with a standard error of 0.01. This increased precision also 
allows us to address an open question about the extent of heterogeneity by wealth in the 
elasticity. We find a much lower consumption response for high-liquidity  
households, which may help discipline structural consumption models.  
Second, we use this instrument to study how wealth shapes racial inequality. An extensive body 
of work documents a substantial racial and ethnic wealth gap. However, less is known about 
how this gap translates into differences in welfare on a month-to-month basis. We combine our 
instrument for typical income volatility with a new dataset linking bank account data with race 
and Hispanicity. We find that black (Hispanic) households cut their consumption 50 (20) percent 
more than white households when faced with a similarly sized income shock. Nearly all of this 
differential pass-through of income to consumption is explained in a statistical sense by 
differences in liquid wealth. Combining our empirical estimates with a model, we show that 
temporary income volatility has a substantial welfare cost for all groups. Because of racial 
disparities in consumption smoothing, the cost is at least  
50 percent higher for black households and 20 percent higher for Hispanic households than it is 
for white households.  
 
Online via Zoom:  
https://uni-bonn.zoom.us/j/65260388992?pwd=YWVmRjVPUmZoSVRSMlhUWDczUko0UT09  

https://uni-bonn.zoom.us/j/65260388992?pwd=YWVmRjVPUmZoSVRSMlhUWDczUko0UT09
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Meeting-ID: 652 6038 8992  
Kenncode: 308052  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Econometrics & Statistics Seminar 
 
Abhishek Ananth, University of Geneva 
“Optimal Treatment Assignment Rules on Networked Populations” 
 
Abstract: 
I study the problem of optimally distributing treatments among individuals on a network in the 
presence of spillovers in the effect of treatment across linked individuals. In this paper, I 
consider the problem of a planner who needs to distribute a limited number of preventative 
treatments (e.g., vaccines) for a deadly infectious disease among individuals in a target village in 
order to maximize population welfare. Since the planner does not know the extent of spillovers 
or the heterogeneity in treatment effects, she uses data coming from an experiment conducted 
in a separate pilot village. By placing restrictions on how others’ treatments affect one’s 
outcome on the contact network, I derive theoretical limits on how the data from the 
experiment could be used to best allocate the treatments when the planner observes the 
contact network structure in both the target and pilot village. For this purpose, I extend the 
empirical welfare maximization (EWM) procedure to derive an optimal statistical treatment 
rule. Under restrictions on the shape of the contact network, I provide finite sample bounds for 
the uniform regret (a measure of the effectiveness of a treatment rule). The main takeaway is 
that the uniform regret associated with EWM, extended to account for spillovers, converges to 
0 at the parametric rate as the size of the pilot experiment grows. I also show that no statistical 
treatment rule admits a faster rate of convergence for the uniform regret, suggesting that the 
EWM procedure is rate-optimal. 
 
In person: 
Juridicum, Faculty Lounge, room n°0.036 
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16th Manchot Lecture, July 07, 2022 
 
The Bonn Graduate School of Economics in collaboration with the Universitätsgesellschaft 
Bonn proudly announces the 16th Manchot Lecture sponsored by Jürgen Manchot Stiftung and 
to be delivered by 
 
Eliana La Ferrara, Invernizzi Chair in Development Economics, Università Bocconi, Milan 
“Eradicating harmful norms” 
 
Thursday, July 7th, 2022 at 16:30 
@ LVR-LandesMuseum Bonn, Colmantstr. 14-16, 53115 Bonn 
 
Please note that due to the COVID-19 pandemic, it will be mandatory to wear a face mask 
(medical or FFP2) in the entire venue building, also during the seated lecture. 
 
The Manchot Lecture is open to the public and addresses a general audience interested in 
economic research. 
 
For more information please visit 
https://www.bgse.uni-bonn.de/en/events/manchot-lecture 
 
 
 
 

 Internal Manchot Lecture for students and faculty members  
 
Eliana La Ferrara, Invernizzi Chair in Development Economics, Università Bocconi, Milan 
“The nerds, the cool, and the central. Peer education and teen pregnancy in Brazil” 
 
Friday, July 08, 2022 at 10:15 CET 
Juridicum, Lecture hall K  
 

https://www.bgse.uni-bonn.de/en/events/manchot-lecture
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ECONtribute Podcast Special #Ukraine 
 
Tom Zimmermann, ECONtribute, University of Cologne  
„Die Inflationsspirale”  
 
Abstract:   
Befördert der Krieg die Inflation? Stehen wir kurz vor einer neuen Eurokrise? Und was kann die 
Europäische Zentralbank tun, um das Preisniveau zu stabilisieren? Tom Zimmermann, Professor 
bei ECONtribute an der Universität zu Köln, forscht unter anderem zu Finanzmarktstabilität und 
Geldpolitik. Wir sprechen darüber, wie Inflation überhaupt entsteht und gemessen wird, wie 
sich die Teuerungsrate ohne den Ukraine-Krieg entwickelt hätte und warum die EZB in einem 
Dilemma steckt. In dieser Folge geht es um Preise, Geldpolitik und Zinsen.  
 
Podcast: https://econtribute.de/de/newsroom/#podcast  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Redaktionsschluss / Deadline 
BONN ECON NEWS July 04 – July 08, 2022 

Wednesday, June 26, 2022 
12:00 CET 

BONN ECON NEWS by email (pdf): 
To subscribe or unsubscribe send E-Mail to 

sympa@listen.uni-bonn.de 
Write in subject line “subscribe/unsubscribe econ-news Name LastName” 

and no text in body. 
 

https://econtribute.de/de/newsroom/#podcast
mailto:sympa@listen.uni-bonn.de
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