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DEPARTMENT OF ECONOMICS 
 
 
 
WORKSHOPS AND SEMINARS May 23 – 27, 2022 
 

Tuesday, May 24, 2022  
Finance/ CRC/ ECONtribute Seminar 
14:45 CET, online via Zoom, details below 
 
 
 
Applied Micro Seminar  
16:00 CET, hybrid in-person/ online via Zoom,  
details below 

Christopher Palmer, MIT 
“Consumer Inattention, Disclosure Reminders, 
and the Refinancing Channel” 
 
 
Johannes Abeler, University of Oxford  
„The effect of childhood social environment on 
adults’ preferences”  
 
 

Wednesday, May 25, 2022  
BGSE Workshop 
12:00 CET, Juridicum, RSI Room, n° 0.017,  
details below  
 
MEF-Seminar (Macro/Econometrics/Finance) 
12:15-13:30 CET, Juridicum, Faculty Room 
 
 
Finance/ CRC/ ECONtribute Seminar 
14:45 CET, hybrid in person/ online via Zoom, 
details below 

Sarah Auster, University of Bonn 
"Case-Based Persuasion" 
 
 
Luigi Iovino, Bocconi University 
„Corporate Taxation and Carbon Emissions“ 
 
 
Christina Brinkmann, BGSE, University of Bonn 
"Employment and financial risk management" 

  
 

Friday, May 27, 2022  
YEP Seminar 
13:00 CET, via Zoom, details below  

Alexander Winter, BGSE, University of Bonn 
“Optimal decision mechanisms for juries: 
Acquitting the guilty”.  
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SPECIAL RECOMMENDATIONS ON UPCOMING EVENTS  
 

Monthly Podcast  
ECONtribute Podcast Special #Ukraine 
Monthly episodes, details below 

Matin Qaim, Carolin Jackermeier  
Focus on economic consequences of the war 
 

 
 

 

Friday, June 10, 2022  
ECONtribute Selten Salon 
17:00-19:00 CET 
Studio Dumont, Breite Str. 72, 50667 Cologne, 
details below 
  

Claudia Buch 
Vice President of the German Federal Bank 
„Why is financial stability important for society?“ 

 
 
 
 

Finance/ CRC/ ECONtribute Seminar 
 
Christopher Palmer, MIT 
“Consumer Inattention, Disclosure Reminders, and the Refinancing Channel”  
With Shane Byrne, Kenneth Devine, Michael King & Yvonne McCarthy 
  
Abstract 
Despite mandatory disclosures of refinancing opportunities and accommodative monetary policy, 
we replicate findings from other countries that under-refinancing costs mortgagors in Ireland a 
significant fraction of income annually. To test for the role of consumer inattention in explaining 
sluggish refinancing, we partner with a large Irish bank to analyze a field experiment testing 
disclosure designs. While we find only small effects of disclosure design improvements, a simple 
reminder letter increases refinancing by 74% from 8.6% to 15%. To interpret this reminder effect, 
we extend and estimate a mixture model of inattentive mortgage refinancing to allow for 
disclosure reminder treatment effects. We find that a reminder decreases the likelihood 
mortgagors are inattentive by 10 percentage points. Our results suggest that a monetary policy-
maker could have a larger effect on refinancing through reminders than a modest rate cut and 
that reminders could stimulate local refinancing even when policy rates are at the zero-lower 
bound or set in a monetary union. 
  
Via Zoom:  
https://uni-bonn.zoom.us/j/95735374743?pwd=T3BYbWt1bVZNelkvcDV3SUcxUlkrUT09 
 
 
 
 

https://uni-bonn.zoom.us/j/95735374743?pwd=T3BYbWt1bVZNelkvcDV3SUcxUlkrUT09
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Applied Micro Seminar  
 
Johannes Abeler, University of Oxford 
“The effect of childhood social environment on adults’ preferences” 
With Toke Fosgaard and Lars Hansen 
 
Abstract:  
Preferences are key for shaping decision-making, yet it remains an open question where 
preferences originate from. We investigate the causal effect of childhood social environment 
and peer group on adults’ preferences. We utilize a natural experiment in Denmark, which 
randomized refugees to different neighbourhoods in the 1990s. We experimentally measure 
risk, time and social preferences of adult refugees who were children at the time of arrival in 
Denmark. Using rich administrative register data on the entire Danish population we can 
identify their childhood peers and follow their life paths until today. We find that the randomly 
allocated childhood environment significantly affects adults’ preferences.  
 
Hybrid in-person/online via Zoom—details tba via the Applied Micro mailing list 
 
 
 

BGSE Workshop  
 
Sarah Auster, University of Bonn 
„Case-Based Persuasion"  
 
Abstract: 
We study the problem of strategic data collection in a sender-receiver framework using a case-
based approach. Signals take the form of finite databases consisting of pairs of case types, 
corresponding to a description of attributes, and associated outcomes. The sender strategically 
chooses the case types composing the database, but has no control over the outcomes in the 
sample. The receiver evaluates the data and forms beliefs by means of a similarity-weighted 
empirical frequency criterion. The solution of the sender's problem is driven by a tradeoff 
between selecting relatively more successful case types versus selecting case types that are 
relatively more similar to the problem at hand. The paper characterizes the solution of this 
tradeoff and shows how it depends on the sender's sampling capacity and the relevance of the 
initial data. Introducing a competing sender with opposed interests, we find that competition 
tends to incentivize both senders to provide data on case types that share relatively more 
attributes with the current case. 
 
At the RSI room only, Juridicum, room n° 0.017 
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MEF-Seminar (Macro/Econometrics/Finance) 
 
Luigi Iovino, Bocconi University 
„Corporate Taxation and Carbon Emissions“ 
With Thorsten Martin and Julien Sauvagnat  
 
Abstract: 
We study the relationship between corporate taxation and carbon emissions in the U.S. We find 
that dirty firms pay lower profit taxes – the opposite of what optimal taxation of negative 
externalities prescribes. This relationship is driven by dirty firms benefiting disproportionately 
more from the tax shield of debt due to their higher leverage. In turn, we show that the higher 
leverage of dirty firms is explained by their higher asset tangibility. We embed our estimates 
into a general equilibrium framework and show that eliminating the tax-advantage of debt 
reduces carbon emissions by about 3.9%, while aggregate output falls by roughly 2.2%. 
 
At the Faculty Room, Juridicum, only 
 
 
 
 
Finance/ CRC/ ECONtribute Seminar 
 
Christina Brinkmann, BGSE, University of Bonn 
"Employment and financial risk management" 
 
Hybrid format, at the Faculty Lounge in person (Juridicum, room n°0.036) and via Zoom:  
https://uni-bonn.zoom.us/j/95735374743?pwd=T3BYbWt1bVZNelkvcDV3SUcxUlkrUT09 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://uni-bonn.zoom.us/j/95735374743?pwd=T3BYbWt1bVZNelkvcDV3SUcxUlkrUT09
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YEP-Seminar 
 
Alexander Winter, BGSE, Universität Bonn 
“Optimal decision mechanisms for juries: Acquitting the guilty” 
 
Abstract: 
A group of privately informed agents must choose between two alternatives. How should a 
principal design the decision rule if agents are known to be biased in favor of one of the 
options? We address this question within the classical Condorcet jury setting. Applications 
include the optimal decision mechanisms for boards of directors, political committees, and trial 
juries. The optimal mechanism is a voting mechanism. In the terminology of the court example, 
when jurors are more eager to convict than the lawmaker (principal), then the optimal 
mechanism convicts the defendant if and only if neither too many nor to few jurors vote to 
convict. This kind of mechanism accords with a judicial procedure from ancient Jewish law. 
 
 
Via Zoom: Zoom URL tba via mailing list 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ECONtribute Podcast Special #Ukraine 
 
Matin Qaim, ZEF, Department of Economic and Technological Change, University of Bonn 
„Die Kornkammer”  
 
Abstract:   
ECONtribute discusses economic impacts of the Ukraine war in a special season of the 
ECONtribute Wirtschaftspodcast. Listen now – wherever podcasts are available. 
In the context of the Ukraine war, ECONtribute’s economic podcast discusses international 
economic impacts of the conflict scientifically. Energy embargo, financial sanctions and 
negotiation strategies: Researchers from the Cluster of Excellence provide scientific evidence. 
In monthly episodes of about 30 minutes, Carolin Jackermeier discusses the most exciting topics 
of ECONtribute research with researchers from the Universities of Bonn and Cologne as well as 
external guests and provides insight into the work of the Cluster of Excellence. 
 
Podcast: https://econtribute.de/de/newsroom/#podcast  
 

https://econtribute.de/de/newsroom/#podcast
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ECONtribute Selten Salon  
 
Claudia Buch, Vice President of the German Federal Bank 
„Why is financial stability important for society?“ 
 
Abstract:  
The functioning of the financial system is of central importance for real economic development. 
Financial crises have shown that disruptions in the financial system can harm economic and 
employment growth and burden government budgets. It is therefore important that the system 
is sufficiently resilient. After all, a stable financial system can also cushion unexpected events – 
even during periods of upheaval in the real economy. But how stable is the financial system and 
what are the current challenges?These and other questions will be explored by Prof. Dr. Claudia 
Buch in her lecture. 
 
Friday, June 10, 2022, 17:00-19:00 CET 
Studio Dumont, Breite Str. 72, 50667 Cologne 
  
Registration and further information on:  
 https://econtribute.de/event-registration-selten-salon/   
 https://econtribute.de/de/event/selten-salon-mit-claudia-buch/ 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Redaktionsschluss / Deadline 
BONN ECON NEWS May 30 – June 03, 2022 

Wednesday, May 25, 2022 
12:00 CET 

BONN ECON NEWS by email (pdf): 
To subscribe or unsubscribe send E-Mail to 

sympa@listen.uni-bonn.de 
Write in subject line “subscribe/unsubscribe econ-news Name LastName” 

and no text in body. 
 

https://econtribute.de/event-registration-selten-salon/
https://econtribute.de/de/event/selten-salon-mit-claudia-buch/
mailto:sympa@listen.uni-bonn.de
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