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The course aims at making the students familiar with key concepts in the
rational choice analysis of voting. At the end of the course, students should
have a better understanding of the core trade offs that underlie voters' and
politicians' decisions.
Analytical reasoning. Interest in voting (committees, elections, etc).
Intellectual curiosity.
Students will learn to understand the basic incentives faced by rational
individual voters when making their voting decision. For example, the notion
of pivotality (Does my vote have any impact?) is key and interacts with
voters' belief formation (Bayesian updating: What is the state of the world?)
as well as their decision to participate (the so-called paradox of voting: Shall
I bother to go vote given that it's costly?) or to acquire information (Shall I
bother get informed?). A key insight is that rational mechanisms often bring
about counterintuitive results. Within the framework of elections, the
incentives faced by the other side shall be examined, i.e. political
candidates, in terms of proposing programs that maximize their voting
outcomes. The course also includes an examination of Laboratory
Experiments exploring how people actually behave in voting settings.
English Proficiency, knowledge of basic notions of game theory.
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